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New initiative will expand Confluent’s partnerships and product capabilities to help companies build real-time AI innovations with data streams

SAN JOSE, Calif.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Sep. 26, 2023-- Confluent, Inc. (NASDAQ:CFLT), the data streaming pioneer, today announced Data
Streaming for AI, an initiative to accelerate organizations’ development of real-time AI applications. Achieving real-time AI demands more than fast
algorithms; it requires trustworthy, relevant data served in the moment for smarter, faster insights. To help companies unlock the full potential of AI with
the freshest contextual data from across their business, Confluent is expanding partnerships with leading companies in the AI and vector database
space, including MongoDB, Pinecone, Rockset, Weaviate, and Zilliz. It is also demonstrating product innovations that incorporate the latest advances
in AI into its platform, with capabilities like a generative AI-powered assistant that helps generate code and answer questions about the data streaming
environment.

“Data streaming is foundational technology for the future of AI,” said Jay Kreps, CEO and Cofounder, Confluent. “Continuously enriched, trustworthy
data streams are key to building next-gen AI applications that are accurate and have the rich, real-time context modern use cases demand. We want
to make it easier for every company to build powerful AI applications and are leveraging our expansive ecosystem of partners and data streaming
expertise to help achieve that.”

While the promise of AI has been around for years, there’s been a resurgence thanks to breakthroughs across reusable large language models (LLM),
more accessible machine learning models, and more powerful GPU capabilities. This has sparked organizations to accelerate their AI investments.
However, a fundamental challenge in modern AI is a lack of access to the relevant, real-time data that AI applications need in a timely, secure, and
scalable way.

For the past decade, AI heavily relied on historical data, integrated with slow, batch-based point-to-point pipelines that rendered data stale and
inconsistent by the time it arrived. That's no longer adequate for the real-time AI use cases today's businesses are trying to launch, like predictive fraud
detection, generative AI travel assistants, or personalized recommendations. Compounding the problem are issues with poor data governance and
scalability. As a result, the pace of AI advancements is stifled as developers are constantly tackling issues with out-of-date results and untrustworthy AI
hallucinations. This isn’t just a technical hurdle; it’s a roadblock to AI innovation.

"Although there’s significant growth in the number of companies experimenting with generative AI, many face roadblocks from a fractured data
infrastructure that lacks real-time data availability and trust,” said Stewart Bond, Vice President, Data Intelligence and Integration Software, IDC. “Data
management is the most important area of investment as organizations build an intelligence architecture that delivers insights at scale, supports
collective learning, and fosters a data culture. Those that get it right have seen a 4x improvement in business outcomes by removing real-time data
availability and trust roadblocks through data streaming, governance, security, and integration–so it’s worth the journey.”

Build a real-time data foundation for modern AI with Confluent

Modern AI applications require multiple technologies and data from numerous domains to seamlessly come together. The Confluent Data Streaming
for AI initiative aims to help organizations quickly build and scale next-generation AI applications with a shared source of real-time truth for all
operational and analytical data, no matter where it lives.

"We built an AI platform designed for mission-critical use cases—in industries where businesses simply can’t afford to be wrong,” said David Ferrucci,
Founder and CEO, Elemental Cognition. “Our interactive reasoning engine leverages a continuous supply of data that’s reliable, trustworthy and
current. Confluent’s data streaming platform makes that possible and enables us to mix and match data from different systems and optimize it for
contextually rich insights and answers in real time.”

As part of this launch, Confluent has extended partnerships in the AI space and also committed to delivering more AI capabilities within its own
platform to further ease the development of real-time applications.

Expanded partnerships

Connect with Confluent Technology Partners: Confluent is partnering with MongoDB, Pinecone, Rockset, Weaviate,
and Zilliz to provide real-time contextual data from anywhere for their vector databases. Vector databases are especially
important as they can store, index, and augment large data sets in formats that AI technologies like LLMs require. Through
these integrations, Confluent Cloud’s fully managed data streams can now be accessed directly within these partners’
platforms, making it even easier to use real-time data for AI-powered applications. This is just the start as Confluent looks
to extend its partnerships in the AI space with the Connect with Confluent program.
Public Cloud Partners: Confluent is building on its strategic partnership agreements with Google Cloud and Microsoft
Azure to develop integrations, proof of concepts (POCs), and go-to-market efforts specifically around AI. For example,
Confluent plans to leverage Google Cloud’s generative AI capabilities to improve business insights and operational
efficiencies for retail and financial services customers. And, with Azure Open AI and Azure Data Platform, Confluent is

https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.confluent.io%2F&esheet=53562221&newsitemid=20230926591100&lan=en-US&anchor=Confluent%2C+Inc&index=1&md5=e422745d635876cee68144ea204b3765
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fconfluent.io%2Fuse-case%2Fartificial-intelligence%2F&esheet=53562221&newsitemid=20230926591100&lan=en-US&anchor=Data+Streaming+for+AI&index=2&md5=7cbabb2f6512d1c42764627947e7c285
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.confluent.io%2Fblog%2Ffraud-prevention%2F&esheet=53562221&newsitemid=20230926591100&lan=en-US&anchor=predictive+fraud+detection&index=3&md5=5db1a688881140b533beece1f3319bfd
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.confluent.io%2Fblog%2Fchatgpt-and-streaming-data-for-real-time-generative-ai%2F&esheet=53562221&newsitemid=20230926591100&lan=en-US&anchor=generative+AI+travel+assistants&index=4&md5=737ef6d3bd0fc63ff246d0aea48c1c9c
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.confluent.io%2Fblog%2Fcreate-compelling-customer-personalization-with-data-streaming%2F&esheet=53562221&newsitemid=20230926591100&lan=en-US&anchor=personalized+recommendations&index=5&md5=d13b0ac0a209cd1234a80fa81c8de3c2
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mongodb.com%2Fblog%2Fpost%2Fmongodb-atlas-vector-search-makes-real-time-ai-reality-confluent&esheet=53562221&newsitemid=20230926591100&lan=en-US&anchor=MongoDB&index=6&md5=d70336436328eb6eb00dac2d41fb0424
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinecone.io%2Fconfluent-integration&esheet=53562221&newsitemid=20230926591100&lan=en-US&anchor=Pinecone&index=7&md5=e0973b36cc25e8dde9ed55b22a215bff
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Frockset.com%2Fblog%2Fconfluent-real-time-AI&esheet=53562221&newsitemid=20230926591100&lan=en-US&anchor=Rockset&index=8&md5=85f342d8c4d273321006c83789e5dbf6
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fweaviate.io%2Fblog%2Fconfluent-and-weaviate&esheet=53562221&newsitemid=20230926591100&lan=en-US&anchor=Weaviate&index=9&md5=818402bac9592a6d852ceda6f33765b3
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fzilliz.com%2Fblog%2Fzilliz-makes-real-time-ai-a-reality-with-confluent&esheet=53562221&newsitemid=20230926591100&lan=en-US&anchor=Zilliz&index=10&md5=fa6a9f8fce56f935a1c4ae55bedec4ca
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.confluent.io%2Fpartners%2Fconnect%2F&esheet=53562221&newsitemid=20230926591100&lan=en-US&anchor=Connect+with+Confluent+program&index=11&md5=efc443ca33718ca5bd27a61ee3514cc1
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcloud.google.com%2Fblog%2Fproducts%2Fdata-analytics%2Fgoogle-cloud-data-cloud-partners-support-generative-ai&esheet=53562221&newsitemid=20230926591100&lan=en-US&anchor=Google+Cloud&index=12&md5=0884264797be1e6118de1c53543a971b
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftechcommunity.microsoft.com%2Ft5%2Fazure-ai-services-blog%2Fbuilding-intelligent-copilot-for-real-time-apps-with-confluent%2Fba-p%2F3932183&esheet=53562221&newsitemid=20230926591100&lan=en-US&anchor=Microsoft+Azure&index=13&md5=5d6fb5b721c030b6b6fd766b0501b2c1


planning to create a Copilot Solution Template that enables AI assistants to perform business transactions and provide
real-time updates, benefiting industries such as airlines and transportation.
Services Partners: Confluent is launching POC-ready architectures with Allata and iLink span Confluent’s technology and
cloud partners to offer tailored solutions for vertical use cases. Developing, testing, deploying, and tuning these AI
applications requires a specific skill set. These partners deliver that to alleviate the guesswork around building real-time AI
applications, drastically speeding up time to value.

Product innovations

Confluent AI Assistant: To help teams get contextual answers they need to speed up engineering innovations on
Confluent, the Confluent AI Assistant turns natural language inputs—like “What was my most expensive environment last
month?” or “Give me an API request to produce messages to my orders topic”—into helpful suggestions and accurate
code that’s specific to their deployment. This is made possible by combining publicly available information, such as
Confluent documentation, with contextual customer information to provide specific, timely responses. It will be available to
Confluent Cloud customers in 2024.

AI for Apache Flink® SQL: Over the next several months, Confluent will announce a series of updates to its newly
announced Flink service for Confluent Cloud that bring AI capabilities into Flink SQL. On the main stage of Current, the
data streaming industry event, Confluent will demo how Flink can make OpenAI API calls directly within Flink SQL. This
unlocks endless use cases, such as rating the sentiment of product reviews or summarizing vendors’ item descriptions. It
will help alleviate the complexities of stream processing, accelerating time to insight.

Dive into Confluent AI use cases at Current 2023

The Current 2023 keynote will showcase real-world Confluent AI use cases and demos of the AI innovations that are part of this launch. Catch it today,
September 26 at 8:45 am PT. Register now to tune in virtually. There will also be live demos at the Confluent booth for a deep dive into Confluent’s
partnerships for real-time AI applications. Don’t miss out!

Additional Resources

Read the blog for more details on the Data Streaming for AI initiative
Join Connect with Confluent partner program today
Learn more about Confluent’s partner programs
See how Confluent is helping its customers transform their businesses

About Confluent

Confluent is the data streaming platform that is pioneering a fundamentally new category of data infrastructure that sets data in motion. Confluent’s
cloud-native offering is the foundational platform for data in motion—designed to be the intelligent connective tissue enabling real-time data, from
multiple sources, to constantly stream across the organization. With Confluent, organizations can meet the new business imperative of delivering rich,
digital front-end customer experiences and transitioning to sophisticated, real-time, software-driven backend operations. To learn more, please visit
www.confluent.io.

The preceding outlines our general product direction and is not a commitment to deliver any material, code, or functionality. The development, release,
timing, and pricing of any features or functionality described may change. Customers should make their purchase decisions based upon services,
features, and functions that are currently available.

Confluent and associated marks are trademarks or registered trademarks of Confluent, Inc.

Apache® and Apache Kafka® are either registered trademarks or trademarks of the Apache Software Foundation in the United States and/or other
countries. No endorsement by the Apache Software Foundation is implied by the use of these marks. All other trademarks are the property of their
respective owners.
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